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Globally millions of tones of human excreta 
poured in to the open everyday 

·2.6 billions have no access to safe sanitation   

·More than a billion practice open defecation, thousands of 

truck loads of shit is being released in the open everyday, 

more than 42 children dying every hour from diarrhea, & 

waterborne enteric diseases in India alone.  

·OD contaminates water bodies on a daily basis and valuable 

human excreta not used in food security 

·A child is dying in every 15 second and millions of U5 

children suffering sever bouts of diarrhea (mostly poor) 

·Global annual loss from death, treatment, disability, labour, 

exceeds trillions of dollars  



 
 Dry Toilets: Solution for environmentally 
challenged water scarce areas  

 

· Population lacking access to basic sanitation in Sub 
Saharan Africa is more than 450 million  

·In India more than 630 million practice OD.  

·More than 40% of worldȭs area is considered to be 
dry land, In various regions it ranges from 20 to 
90%.  

·Dry lands are inhabited by more than 2000 million 
people, nearly 40 percent of worldȭs population.  



Traditional - ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ΨƳƛƴŘ-ǎŜǘΩ ƛƴ ǘŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ 
the problems 

·Subsidize   * Standardize *Prescribe * Top -down 

hygiene behaviour teaching* Health as key 

motivator for hygiene behaviour change  

·Major shits ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÁÓÓÕÍÐÔÉÏÎÓȟ ×ÈÏȭÓ ÉÄÅÁÓ 
and who leads?  

·From top -down prescription of technology for 

possessing latrines to collective behaviour change  

 



Fate of free toilets in a slum of a Municipality 
town near Calcutta, India  



Fate of sanitation subsidy in Yemen 



Abandoned Collapsed Communal Latrine ïDangme 

West District, Greater Accra Region, Ghana 



Abandoned Free Latrines depicts welfare mindset 

of institutions in Fatenayili ODF Village  



 Fate of subsidized sanitation hardware- Portloko, 
Sierra  Leone 

Whoôs 

design for 

whom? 

QuickTimeÊ and a
 decompress or

are needed to see th is  p ic ture.

Why CLTS could pave the way for wide 

spread adoption of Dry Toilets?  



Why CLTS could pave the way for wide 
spread adoption of Dry Toilets?  
·It triggers spontaneous and immediate collective local 

action to stop OD, which no other approach could 
initiate so fast 

·Instant reaction is to cover or burry shit rather than 
wash it out; it is easier to handle, simpler, cheaper and 
low external input and technology dependent  

·Starting point for the ODF communities to climb 
along the sanitation ladder 

 



Other factors that influence adoption and spread 
include: 
 

·Cultural practices and social norms  

·Availability of low cost local materials  

·Mobility of the people (Nomadic, semi-nomadic and 
population living in riverine delta regions affected by 
severe erosion of embankment and other 
climatic/environmental factors e.g. very cold areas -
Mongolia)  

·Ownership/Access to land, Makeshift/Temporary 
settlement etc.  

·Urban or Rural Settlement  

 



What  is Community ς Led Total Sanitation ? 

·They are total & involve/affect everyone in communities e.g. 
total elimination of open defecation, total freedom from 
hunger) 

·Collective Community decision & collective local action are the 
keys 

·Social Solidarity and cooperation are in abundance  

·They are locally decided and don't dependent on external 
subsidies and prescriptions or pressures 

·Natural Leaders emerge from collective local actions who lead 
future collective initiatives  

·4ÈÅÙ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÅØÔÅÒÎÁÌÌÙ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ÍÏÄÅ ÏÆ 
development and blue print  

·Local diversity and innovations are main elements 



  Entry/ Ignition  

 

¶ Defecation   
   area transect 
¶ Defecation  
   Mapping  
¶ Flow diagram  
¶ Calculation of  
   faeces 
  etc. 
 

Community 

realization of 

terrible impact 

of faecal-oral 

contamination   

Self Empowered Committee 

formed  

Identification 

of right 

person in the 

community  

How to get a 

latrine slab  Registration 

daily monitoring 

on map 
Start pit 

latrine 

from 

tomorrow   

We do it 

first and 

stop open 

defecatio

n  

10 H/H 
10 H/H 

Spreading 

messages 

from the 

mosque  

Each of us 

cover 10 

families  

Diagrammatic presentation of the process of igniting Community- Led Total Sanitation 
(CLTS)  
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Land less donôt have place for defecation. 

Land owners often blame them for defecating 

in open. Landless poor (women specially) are 

the worst victims who want to come out of 

that humiliation. 
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More yellow powder in places where there is more shit- 

   Sierra Leone 

QuickTimeÊ and a
 decompress or

are needed to see th is  p ic ture.



QuickTimeÊ and a
 decompress or

are needed to see th is  p ic ture.



Rural community in Mardan, NWFP, in Pakistan 
mapping defecation areas of village 



Rural youth in Nepal triggering Community Led Total Sanitation. Are 
they not transforming the collective behavior of the society? 

·  


